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Focus Groups 
Pre-Discussion Questionnaire 

 
This questionnaire will not identify the person filling it out.  It will be tallied with others 
across the state.  The results will be used to help design future education programs.  
 
1. What is the size of your operation in animal units? (1000 lbs/ AU) 
A. less than 100     B. 100-299     C. 300-999     D. 1000 or more   (Circle one) 
 
2. What animals do you have in your feedlot operations? (Circle all that apply) 
A. hogs    B. beef    C. dairy    D. poultry    E. other   
                     __________________________________ 
         

3. What type of manure do you apply? (Circle one) 
A. liquid    B. solid    C. both 
 
For items 4 - 13, circle ‘yes’ or ‘no’ for each time period.   
 
4. If you apply your own manure, do you calibrate your manure spreaders?  
   That is, do you measure the weight of solids or volume of liquid applied per acre?    
Prior to year 2000?   yes no  
Currently?    yes no  
Plan to by 2004?   yes no 

    no  I rely on a custom applicator 
 
5. Do you have your manure tested for nutrient content? 
Prior to year 2000?   yes no  
Currently?    yes no  
Plan to by 2004?   yes no 
 
6. Do you have most of your fields soil tested every four years or more frequently? 
Prior to year 2000?   yes no  
Currently?    yes no  
Plan to by 2004?   yes no  
 
7. Do you (or your agronomist) account for the nitrogen available from prior manure  
    applications and previous legume crops when calculating manure and fertilizer rates?  
Prior to year 2000?   yes no   (manure and legume ‘credits’) 
Currently?    yes no  
Plan to by 2004?   yes no 

     _____  Not sure—have not asked my agronomist (check) 
            
8. Do you (or your agronomist) follow UM Extension recommended nitrogen rates  
    when calculating manure and fertilizer applications? 
Prior to year 2000?   yes no  
Currently?    yes no  
Plan to by 2004?   yes no     

 _____  Don’t know—have not asked my agronomist (check) 
     _____  I / we use another source for rate recommendations 
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9. Do you adjust the amount of manure you apply according to soil phosphorus test results?  
Prior to year 2000?   yes no  
Currently?    yes no  
Plan to by 2004?   yes no 

no Not necessary.  My soil P levels are not that high. 
 

10. Do you keep records of manure application amounts for each field? 
Prior to year 2000?   yes no  
Currently?    yes no  
Plan to by 2004?   yes no 
 
11. Have you located the sensitive areas in your fields where there are special requirements   
      regarding manure incorporation and phosphorus management?  
      (Areas adjacent to streams, lakes, sinkholes, open tile inlets, etc.) 
Prior to year 2000?   yes no  
Currently?    yes no  
Plan to by 2004?   yes no 
 
12.  Near water and open tile intakes, do you inject or incorporate manure within 24 hours or   
       maintain a 50-100 foot vegetated buffer? 
Prior to year 2000?   yes no  
Currently?    yes no  
Plan to by 2004?   yes no 
 
13. Do you or does your consultant develop or update a manure management plan* each year?   
       (*This is a written plan developed prior to applying manure and fertilizer, that specifies the   
Prior to year 2000?   yes no               application rates for each field.) 
Currently?    yes no  
Plan to by 2004?   yes no 
 
14. Do you have UM Extension, MPCA, and/or MDA publications on the following topics? 
 

_____ a. manure spreader calibration  (Check all that apply) 

_____ b. manure sampling and testing 

_____ c. soil sampling and testing 

_____ d. calculation of manure and fertilizer rates for each field 

_____ e. manure application records 

_____ f. application of manure in sensitive areas 

_____ g. feedlot rules 

_____ h. directory of feedlot resources 

 
15. Did you attend one or more education meetings in the winter of 2001 - 2002 where topics 
(such as those above) on land application of manure were presented?  (Check one) 
 

______ Yes, I attended one meeting 

______ Yes, I attended two or more meetings 

______ No, I did not attend         5/15/02 
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Please help Extension to plan future educational programming. 
 
16A.  First, in the table below, tell us which topics you would likely attend or participate in. 
 

Use the following rating system  
 
    Yes        I would probably attend.    
    Maybe   I might attend; I might not . 
    No         I would probably not attend.  
 
For each lettered topic on the left, circle one of the choices on the right. 
 

 

TOPIC 
 

     

 
     
Would you attend? 

 

A. Calibrating my manure spreader  

B. Manure sampling and nutrient content analysis 

C. Soil sampling and testing  

 

  Yes       Maybe       No  
  Yes       Maybe       No 

  Yes       Maybe       No   
 

D. Manure application record keeping, for each  of my fields 

E. Using UM Extension tables to calculate application rates  

F. Field selection:  soil phosphorus levels and manure   
     application rates 
 

 

  Yes       Maybe       No  
  Yes       Maybe       No 

  Yes       Maybe       No 

 

G. Managing sensitive areas 

H. Developing or updating a written nutrient management plan 

 I.  Applying and incorporating manure:  methods, implements,    
     uniformity, timing 
 

 

  Yes       Maybe       No  
  Yes       Maybe       No 

  Yes       Maybe       No   

 

J
  
. Determining total acres needed for all of my manure 

     Other topics:   

K. 
 
L. 
 

 

 Yes        Maybe       No  

 
  Yes       Maybe       No 

  Yes       Maybe       No 

 
16B.  Now, which of the above topics is your top choice for a workshop, field day, or other        
          education event—the one(s) you would be most likely to attend?   (1 to 3 letters) 
 _____ , _____ , _____  
  
16C.  Finally, which of the following educational items or opportunities would be most useful  
          to you to help with manure applications and nutrient management?  
Rank your choices from first to last priority. (Use ‘1’ for top choices(s), ‘2’ for next most useful; 
then ‘3’, ‘4’ and so on, if needed.  For items of equal priority, use the same number.) 
 

_____ Publications  _____ Comprehensive web site 

_____ Workshops  _____ Nutrient management computer software 

_____ Farm tours/  _____ Farm visit by specialist or consultant  
           demonstrations   OR one-on-one assistance 
 

_____ Newsletter, ‘update’, _____ Other  ___________________________ 
or periodic bulletin 

 

Thanks much for completing this questionnaire!!    5/15/02 
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